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the documents that were avuilahlc in Iiis day. lii the year 
to counteract the legend of the Iron Chancellor by the depiction 



BOOK ONE: 1815-1851 

THE WANDERER 


Bismarck was by temperament one whom 
life consumed, but one whom rest killed. 
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BOOK TWO : 1852-1862 
THE STRIVER 


His genius, which is manifest in every 
sentence he utters, is continually making 
me throw caution to the winds ; but he is 
never wholly to be trusted. 
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Not without punishment can we eat of 
the tree of life. 
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feelings when he induces the king to move out of danger. He 
probably thinks of the timidity of the late king, Frederick William ; 
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BOOK FOUR: 1872-1888 
THE RULER 


Bismarck makes Germany great and the 
Germans small. 


G. VON Bunsen. 
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THE OUTCAST 


Why should I be harmonious ? 
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old and broken man, he drives through the same forest — silent, 
communing with his thoughts. 

After thirty years the Germans stand beside Bismarck’s grave, 
and lower their flags to salute him. So simple and strong was his 
work, that it has outlasted the fulfilment of the masterbuilder’s 
own prophecy. All the German princes, those upon whom he had 
founded the empire, vanished into nonentity. Not one of them 
dared to draw the sword which the prince of Friedrichsruh would 
have drawn boldly even at the age of eighty. Nevertheless, the 
empire held together, amid all the temptations of Europe. These 
tribes whose opinion was never asked, the German people whose 
assent was regarded as superfluous — though disunited for a 
thousand years — held together amid the earthquakes of the 
great war, and survived the break-up of traditional forms. The 
unity of Germany did not depart with the sovereign rulers. 

Germany lives ! The German princes forsook her in her 
bitter need ; but the German people, whose sterling qualities 
Bismarck recognised too late, was steadfast, and saved Bismarck’s 
work from destruction. 
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